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To the Worſhipfull the 


MAYOR, 


Corporation of BATH. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HEN I preached the fol- 
lowing Sermon at your 
Abbey-Church; in Teſtimony of 

your Maur to his Majeſty, and 

Aection to the Protflant Reli jon, 

and with a kind opinion of it's 
tendency to influence others, — 

you more than once earneſtly de- | 
fired me to print it. "> 
As I was then leaving the Bath, | 
3 not with any manner of ; 
conveniency do it immediately. f 
And upon coming to London I 

found ſo many excellent Diſcourſes, 

ſome from perſons of eminent diſ- 

tinction, publiſhed on the ſame oc- 

caſion; and was likewiſe in ſuch 


** that chis wicked Rebellion 
would 


DEDICATIO N. 
would ſoon be extinguiſh'd:; — 
that 1 thought what I could offer 
would be needleſs and ſuperfluous. 

But as you perſiſt in renewing 
your Application, and conceive 1 
gave you Jome reaſon to expect a 
compliance; and eſpecially as Pro- 
vidence permits the Chaſtiſement of 
our iniquity ſtill to hang over us; 
I ſubmit, and have given up the 
Sermon to your Regueſe. And if 
my /mall Contribution be of any 
Af 50 towards maintaining and 
improving a ſpirit of Loyalty and 
Religion "—_ us, (as God! grant 
it may) i preſume it will be a ſuf- 
ficient ſatisfaction both to 0th and 

my ſelf. 
I heartily with Prof peri: 2 birds 
Corporation ; and am, ane en 


With all due reſpect,. eg 
Your moſt bg | 
and obedient Servant, 


8 * 
118 * 
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G. LAVING TON. 
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Dev U v. XXIX. 9. 


Keep therefore the wordt al ehis 
Covenant, and doe them ;" that 
ag, may MY. in all thay Je 
de, \ fot 


8 there Never Was a Prophet in 
Heel like unto. Moſes, admitted to 
ſuch intimate communion with Gad, 
inveſted with ſuch an important Commiſſion, 
and ſupported by ſuch a train of Miracles; 

ſo. none laBoured more faithfully a 
ceſſantly to render his diſpenſation ef- 
Ee, and give a happy account to him 
that ſent him. Particularly when he had 
warning from above of the approaching 
hour, for the reſignation of his ſoul and 
commiſſion , together, he finds himſelf 
raiſed to an uncommon degree of ſuperna- 
tural ability); and receives (what is re- 
markable in 10180 of the dying Patriarch 
before) a larger ſhare of the ſpirit of 
Prophecy, as he drew nearer to Immorta- 


B lity : 


(2) 

lity : and being ordered to goe up to mount 
Nebo, and dye there, after taking a view 
F the Promifed Land; he leaves upon 
record, in that memorable Song (which 
God himſelf declares,” Chap: xxxi. 21. Shall 
not be forgotten out 'of the mouths of the 
feed of ue) ſuch a view of the land, 
as repreſents its condition, with the whole 
behaviour and ſtate of the inhabitants, 
through all ages to come. Accordingly 
calling the Tribes of Iſrael together, and 
ſummoning all his ſtrength, , he incul- 
cates upon their ſouls the Hnal inſpired 
dictates of a dying Law-giver ; as con- 
tained in this book of Deuteronomy. Where 
tis wonderful to obſerve, with what vari- 
ety and energy of expreſſion, pathetical 
exhortations, and forcible arguments, he 
reſſeth the obſervation of their ſolemn 
Covenant with God : how tender and af- 
fectionate, and withal how earneſt and 
zealous, his concern iso ſettle a me- 
thod for the reading of the Law, and fix- 
ing it on their memories and conſciences, 
after his departure: that thoſe who had 
not ſufficiently attended before; or did not 
perfectly underſtand the Law, 25 the ge- 
nerations yet unborn, might receive full 
= and 


(3) 

and clear inſtruction, and admonition for 
ever. And becauſe their future proſperity, 
or miſery, depended entirely upon their 
obſervance, or neglect, of the Divine Law 3 
he urgeth all manner of notives, that could 
eſtabliſh their faith, work upon their hopes 
and fears, -have any ſort of influence- upon 
their reaſon or affections. This he knew 
to be the ſtrongeſt proof he could give 
of bis love and regard; and the only ſure 
method hey could take for e the 
- of heaven. 

Think not the Iaclites alone concern 4 
in theſe truths and declarations. The blei- 
ſings of heaven are ſtill, and ever will re- 
main, the one thing univerſally. of any 
confiderable importance; they are ob- 
tained, or forfeited, by the ſame methods 
of obedience, or diſobedience ; and our. 
caſe runs parallel to theirs in ſo many re- 
ſpects, particularly with regard to our pre- 
ſent national condition, as to require our 
attention, and that we put ourſelves 2 
place of MMeſes's hearers. 

In the firſt place he lavs before IF 
an Hiſtorical deduction of God's conduct 
and Zheirs during their ſeveral journey; 
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(4) 
and ſtages through the Wilderneſs : 
relates the memorable, inſtances of 2 re- 
peated goodneſs, and tbeir repeated in- 
gratitude z the many and ſignal miracles 
he had wrought, the deliverances and ſuc- 
celles with which he had bleſſed them; 
and withal the - plagues he had ſome- 
times brought upon them for their mur- 
murings and tranſgreſſions. He rebukes 
with a peculiar ſharpneſs their monſtrous 
inclination to Idolatry, and frequent re- 
lapſes into it; eſpecially their hankering 
after the God's of Egypt, from which 
they had fo lately and miraculouſly been 
deliver'd. Over and over doth he caution 
them, precept upon precept, chapter upon 
chapter, againſt bowing down 10 graven 
images, and ſerving Gods of wood and 
fone ; removing every pretence that might 
be brought to colour ſuch an infatuation, 
He pronounceth it @ ſnare, an abomina- 
tion, and à curſed thing: ſtrictly enjoyns 
them to have no intercourſe with it by 
marriages; not to ſpare their moſt inti- 
mats friend, or neareſt relation, or per- 
fons of the moſt * ne 11 


* they 


(8) 
they venture to entice them into any ſpe- 
cies of 1dolatry. 

Above all, as the beſt ſecuticy of their 
whole | behaviour in this, and every o- 
ther, reſpect; he chargeth upon their con- 
ſciences a careful peruſal of thoſe righte- 
ous flatutes and judgments, which the 155 
mighty had otdain'd, by bis miniſtry, for 
their rule of life. To which purpoſe, 
beſides leaving directions to the Prieſts 
and people at ſtated ſeaſons, when they 
ſhould cane to appear before the Lord in 
the place: which be ſhould cbuſe; — he 
ordains that each private perſon, | with- 
out diſtinction of age or ſtation, the 
King in particular (for he .foreſaw they 
would defire one) ſhould provide à wwrit- 
ten copy of the Law; read, ſtudy and 
obſerve, it; as a full and ſuffcient rule 
for their conduct; as an ixtelligible rule, 
which Parents might teach their children; 
and an indiſpenſable rule, whether at home 
or abroad, during buſineſs, retirement, or 
recreation. | 5 
- You ſee. with what dignity and weight 
Moſes addreſſeth the Hraelites, in order to 
imprint upon their minds the knowledye 
and 
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(6) 
and obſervance of the Divine Oracles. 
And upon what pretence, or ſhadow of 
reaſon, ſhould Chriſtians, in any age- or 
nation; be excuſed from the like duties? 
Who among you hath not cauſe to look 
back upon the conduct of Providence; 
that watchful protection over you through 
all the changes and circumſtances of your 
pilgrimage? To conſider well what bleſ- 
ſings, national and perſonal, he has vouch- 
ſafed to beſtow; or again what viſita- 
tions of judgments he hath ſometimes 
brought upon you ? And then ponder in 
your hearts, whether your gratitude and 
love have kept equal pace with the Di- 
vine mercies : and whether a due fecling 
and conviction of the hand of God up- 
on you in diſtreſſes hath wrought a ſuita- 
ble amendment in your lives, and an- 
ſwered the wiſe deſigns of his judgments. 
Have you been careful to maintain the 
true worſhip of God pure and uncorrupt ; 
neither to infect others, nor permit your- 
ſelves to be infected, with any irreligi- 
ous and immoral- principles ; and in parti- 
cular to guard againſt the enticements of 


Idelatrous Emiſſaries? Do you frequently 
2 and 
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and ſeriouſly conſult the Law of your 
Lord and Maſter in Scripture ; and weigh 
well its . proofs for your conviction, its 
precepts for your direction, and its mo- 
tives for your inducement to piety? Do 
you obſerve it for a rule of belief and 
manners to yourſelves and families; and 
preſerve a ſenſe and practice of fair and 
righteous dealing in your ſeveral call- 

ings, your buſineſs, and your diverſions? 
For your farther incitement, obſerve 
the reaſons upon which Meſes groundeth 
his directions and exhortations. He re- 
minds them of God's chuſing them for 
lis Peculiars, out of mere grace and fa- 
vour, not for any ' diſtinguiſhing deſerv- 
ings of their own :| and this demanded 
a return of gratitude. He diſplays the ad. 
vantages accruing to them from their com- 
pliance with God's Lau: What doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to keep bis com- 
mandments and flatutes for thy good ? And 
this demanded but common prudence, and 
a rational regard to their own ſafety, In 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt expreſs terms he 
ſets before them good and evil, life and 
death, If they remained true and obedient 
worthip- 


heir bandit, wil public Plotparity® pe 


(5 
Worſhippers; —< all che Bleſſings" of Hea- 
ven are poured upon them in che moſt 
copious manner, health, plenty, peace, ſe- 
corky, ant victory: Bled ſrowld they be 
zn the "ety, in the field, in ibeir *ehildren, 
Pheir | cattle, and their fore, all the work of 


Hor to that of all nations. 


On their contrary bebaviour, with what 


a torrent of angry coquenice doth he de- 
nounce ſickneſs, famine, peſtilence, word, 
confuſion; ſlavery, and all che curſg- and 
plagues of heaven ? Beſides à long cata- 
logue of other dreadful evils, ” he declares 


God's determination, Ir Mall be ſmitten be- 
ere your” enemies, ſpoiled, oppreſſed,” craſted, 


davnired, and compelled' bad fer ve Goch of 
Kd and fone. £1: <2DUNIK0) It 

Nor was their aer yy preſent 
condition, perſonal and national, the only 
_contideration : but that cheir children, and 

poſlerity to the moſt remote ages were 
, Ueeply concerned. Which drew from him 
that affectionate wiſh (in words reaching 
perhaps to another world, at leaſt to the 
lateſt times of the TJere#fh State in this 
* 8 That they were wiſe, that they under- 


2” 


15 2 


(9) 
Raad this, . that they a confer their 
latter end ? | 
And which js b f all dnn reaſons 
and confiderations, that dath net equally, 
or more forcibly, affect Chriſtians; and ob- 
lige them to make the doctrines of Re- 
tigion the ſubject of cloſe meditation, and 
conſtant rule of action? \Hath not Gad 
aur Satorr redeemed: vs in virtue of his 
own. merits, who are deſtitute of any our- 
elves ? Doth not our beneficent Father 
exact our obedience merely for. our own 
intereſt public and private, in the I fe that 
now 7s, and for the ſecurity and happineſs 
of all our poſterity ? Doth not he raiſe 
our fouls and awaken our conſeiences by 
all that is valuable, temporal and ſpiritual; 
and even by motives of infinitely greater 
congern, the conſequences of the world * 
come ? 
And yet (uch is the depravity and ob- 
ſtinacy of human nature, and fo viſible 
the growth of irreligion among us) it is 
Well if -we copy not the behaviour gf 
the Jews under Moſes : which obliged 
him to reproach them as 4 fanliſb people 
and Kwiſe, — 4 aw and crooked ge- 


neraticn, 


( ny 


eration, — "defiled with ſpots," which were 
not the ſpots of God's children. \ © 

. Reſolved however as they herd to 
plunge into vice, and conſequently into 
Kalamities; and knowing that they, and 
their deſeendants would become more de- 
8 h death ; he foretells, 
in :he ſpire! bf © Prophecy,» one ſure me- 
tRod of deliverance both from their fi 
And and imparts to them 
(near one thouſind fire hundred years be 
"Fore the accompliſhment) "God's Jelemiſc 


of a\ Relemer: declaring,-'that whoſoever 


dell not bearlem fo that Prijhet's words, 


Got would requtre it of him, make him 
Wes hes *his unbelief and diſobedi- 
efice; or, "is Peter in his citation of the 
Prophecy er xphins the words, Be Aal be 
59 bY among. the prople. What 
fair warning is here, that Chri//, when 
he came, might be received of his own ? 
Fa yet Epfreſecing, by the ſame ſpirit, 

"how grievouſſy they would corrupt and 


Harden their hearts, even to the rejec- 


ton of that Propher, he is obli ged to 
*pronounce the decree of © the amazing - evils 
"that * ſhould - befall them : + The enemy f all 
x "IG befiege 


) 

hege thee in diy gates = and pe al, 
the ftraitneſ of :the. fiege : and the Lord 
all. ſcatier thee among all people, Jrom 

«arte end of the earth even to the other : 
and thou ſhalt become an aſtoniſhment, and 
a proverb, and a by-word, among all na- 
tions, whither the Lord fhall. lead thee, The 
only comfort under theſe dreadful diſtreſſes 
is that temperment of mercy: on account 
of their future repentance, that Covenant 
with. thetr Fathers, which God declares be 
never will forget, and orders Moſes to ad- 
POPs 4 (or when) thou ſhalt. re- 
to the Lord thy God in « the latter 
— then the Lord thy God will turn thy 

troity, | 

And here let us ſtand ill a little, and 
conlider © * the exact completion of theſe 
| C 2 Pro- 


99 
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There is ſomething ſo very remarkable, and 
particular, in that part of Maſes's prediction, that 
the Hraelites /hould eat the fleſh of their own children; 
as..to deſerve our eſpecial notice. He foretells 
(Chap xxviii. 53—57. and comp. Levit. xxvi. 29.) 
« 'Thou ſhalt eat the fruit of thine own body, 
“ the fleſh of thy ſons and of thy daughters, in 
1 the ſiege and ſtraitneſs wherewith thine enemies 

6 ſhall 


— — —— 
- — == * 


— 2 —— — — — — 
= ” # *. as z — ä - 
r 7 _— — — 88 
— —————— — — _ — — — ISDA 
* — — — — 
- — — — = 


— - 
_ — — 


2 


— > — 2 — - = - 82 —— — 0 —— 
— — — fe x at ˖j7r¶ꝙ(?7o . § ·— u ⁰ ½—i-ꝛ-AœAUHAR oo — > - — 2 

— — — — — — * - =. : 
= >. — ; j : — * 2 = : 


— — - Boi — 
— 


= — 
Ul 


oO —— — 


| 612) 
Prepbetit judgments, in the diſmal fiege 
and deſtruction of Feruſe/em, the baniſ- 


ment, diſperſion, and reproachings of the 
men a Proverb, in all countries to 


46 « ſhall ditrel * . tender and delicate 
« woman among you, who would not adventure to 

© ſet the ſole of her foot upon the ground for de- 
% licateneſs, — her eye ſhalt be evil towards her 
© children: for ſhe ſhall eat them, for want of all 
6 things, ſecretly in the ſiege. Let us now ſee 
how this a/toniſbing prediction was fulfilled. Firſt it 
was fulfilled upon Semaria, the Capital of the Ten 
revalted Tribes, when beſieged by Benhadad King of 
Sytia. (2 Kings vi. 24—30.) „There cryed a wo- 
© man unto him faying, help my Lord, O King.— 
«© This woman ſaid unto me, give thy ſon, that we 
* may eat him to day; and we will eat my ſon to- 
<*© morrow. So we boiled my ſon, and did eat 
r him, &c,” The prediction was fulfilled, a fe- 
cod time, upon Yerefalon; the Capital of the 2400 
Tribes, beſieged by Nebuchadnezzar. (Soon after it 
had been foretold likewiſe by Jeremiah xix, 9.) Hear 
how the Prophet Baruch bewails the accompliſhments, 
ii. 1-3. The Lord hath made good his word, 
Ats bring upon us great plagues, ſuch as never 

et happened under the whole heaven, as it came to 
ce 1 in Jeruſalem, according to the Law of Mhſes, 
60 a man ſhould eat the fleſh of his own fon — 
9 and daughter. Bewailed too by Jeremiab, Lam. 
ji. 20, and iv. 10. „ The hands tf the pitiful wo- 
„men have ſodden their own children; they were 
e their 
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this day. Let us learn wiſdom, while 
we look attentively on this ſtanding monu- 
ment of national n as well 
ine 504 . AB 
« their meat in the ade of the . of 
y people.“ Laſtly the prediction was fulfilled 
Th: 2 famous fiege of Jeruſalem by Titus; as re- 
b by Hegeſppus, and eſpecially Josephus, an 
eye-witneſs, (Bell. Jud. lib. vi. cap. 3.) Both of 
them relate the ſtory of one Aaria, a woman of 
quality, rich, and (as Hageſi ip pus ſpeaks) deliciis 
aſſueta, atcuſtomed to delicacies, — killing, roaſt- 
ing, and cating her fucking infant, and try- 
« ing in vain to conceal it; with all the circum- 
s ſtances that can move pity, horror, and indignar 
tion.“ This the tender and delicate Womans whe 

ſhould eat ber children ſecretly in "the / ' | 
'Tis remarkable, that though ſome few inftances 
have been recorded of parents that have been forced 
to sat their children in ſome particular diſtreſſes ; 
yet that no Hi/tory has produced an inſtance of this 
unnatural barbarity in any one ſiage (beſides what has 
been above related) through all the world to this 
day. AZfes prophecied that this ſhocking evil ſhould 
befal the 7/razlites, and exprefly in the fiege and 
Araitneſi &c. And we find it accompliſhed punctu- 
ally, in its moſt horrible circumſtances, no leſs than 
three times. Surely this, muſt be a convincing proof, 


among a thouſand others, of the truth of Scripture- 


Prephecy and ought to have no ſmall weight with 
thoſe perſons, who have not yet brought themſelve: 
to a. belief, or perhaps any erious and impartial. 
thought, of Revelation. 
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as of divine juſtice. and veracity: and en- 
tertain na diſtruſt or doubt, but that God's 
too will be: fulfilled in their ſea- 
ſon, when the humiliation and repent- 
ance of this blinded and ſcattered peo- 
ple ſhall bring about their national call 
— cunvenſan. Mo oſes ordered this very 
Book of | Deuteronamy to be laid up in the 
fide of the Ark ; as a publick and ſafe Re- 
cord_of the truth of his teſtimony, and 
execution of the Divine will. The Re- 
card e have in our hands; and we ſee 
with our eyes the correſpondent condi- 
tion of the Jews; to continue a diſtinct 
people in their unſettled condition ; — as 
it. were waiting for the call, when their 
Mater ſhall pour upon them the ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication, and they ſhall kok, 
with thorough 9 on lim Whom 

they pierced. | 
From this view of the remonſtrances 
and predictions of Moſes, let us now turn 
our Eyes n= that | Prophet, whom Moſes 
did ſay Should come ; whom we are to hear, 
and receive, under the utmoſt penalty. 
And let us impartially conſider how fully 
his coming anſwered all the diſtinguiſhing 
marks 


(75) 
marks of Prophecy, operation of miratles, 
ad. ever cbaracter of the promiſed Meſ- 
fab: and what a faithful adherence to his 
word and doctrine this requires at our 
hands. But it being not my preſent de- 
ſign to enlarge upon this ſubject, I would 
only remind you in what a tender and 
moving manner he wept over | Feruſalem 
upon their final rejection ” of his g Sal 
vation ; with what forrow and coi 
he pronounted the decree, which could 
not be reverſed ; — Thine enemies ſhall caft 
a trench about thee, and compaſs thee round, 
and-keep thee in on every ſide; and ſhall lay 
thee even with. the: ground, and thy children 
within thee ; becauſe thou knoweſt- not the 
time of thy viſitation. Which total deftiruc- 
tion being effected within forty years, in 
the moſt punctual and aſtoniſhing manner, 
not to be parallel 'd in all Hiſtory, — ap- 
pears to me an argument not to be with- 
ſtood fer believing in Jeſus: and, - were 
there no other proof in the world, might 
convince every reaſonable creature of the 
divine authority of R. velation, and the 
dangerous hardineſs of diſclaiming the C 


pel. 
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(16) 
A is indeed! a melancholy. truth, 

notwithſtanding 2 
every method ſutabſe to a rational and 
agent, to drdw ul men to bimſelf; 
he found ſuch oppoſition from rooted 
prejudices and . vices, that he was con- 
ſtrained to rebuke ſharply not only his 
open and declared enemies, but ſome of 
his followers and immediate Diſcrples, 
for their avarice, ambition, incredulity, 
and hardneſs of heart. And then Jook- 
ing forwards into ages to come, he 
Joretells the cruel treatment his follow- 
ers ſhould meet with from unbelievers; 
as well as the great | corruptions of his 
doctrine among profeſſed believers : and 


that towards the end inigquity Heuld a- 


beund, the love of many for his religion 
acax cold, and faith fearce be found upon 
3 "Theſe declarations, which we fee 
conſtantly fulfilling, are ſad proofs of 
men's corrupt hearts; though at the 
fame time a happy confirmation of a 
Chriſtian's faith : and ought to warn 
every perſon, how careful he ſhould be 


in ſearch! "g the ſcriptures, admitting the 
truth, 


. 

truth, and complying with che directions 
of the everlaſting Goſpel.” en 
Be our condition however as Ae 
ed: and our iniquity as deplorable, as it 
Will; we have one * ſure anchor left 
. (which a gracious 'Redeemer hath pur- 
chaſed for the Gentile, as well as for the 
Jew) the privilege and efficacy of re- 
pentance; And for our unſpeakable com- 
fort, Chriſt hath "left a faithful promiſe 
to be with all his true diſciples even 10 
the end "of the world. Give me leave to 
lay before you one more very remarkable 
Scripture-Propbecy, or rather complication 
of Propbecies; which deſerves our par- 
ticular attention in the preſent ſituation of 
our public circumſtances. 

The inſpired writers of the New: 7 * 
tament have in ſundry paſſages fore warn'd 
us of a Power that ſhould ariſe in the 
Chriſtian world; among variety of other 
denominations term'd the man of fin ; the 
bead of a great, extenſive, and laſting 
 Apoſtacy from the pure doctrines of 
Chriſtianity : — CharaQtiſed by the moſt 
Lo claims, ſecular and ſpiritual ; t- 
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ting in the Temple F God, and Shexing 
himſelf that be is God : By coming zo 


deceive all nations by ſorceries, and lying 
Wonders «5 —— By propagating ſundry and 


groſs 1dolatries ; his chief city being the 
mother of barlots, and abomi nations, tho 


| Metropols s of Jdolatrous Churches, giving 


life - to, and nurſing. up, ſpiritual fer- 
nication 5 ——— By opening his mouth in 


blaſphemy againſt G od, and them that dwel! 


in braven: 


By an inſatiable ſpirit of 


cruelty, mating car with the Saints on 


earth, and being drunken with | their 
blood... He is moreover mark'd out to us 
by ſome particular tenets, as forbidding 10 


marry, and commanding . to abſtain fron: 


meats : by an expreſs ſpecification of 
his ſeat and refidence, the ſever naun- 
tains ; a plain and known deſcription. of 


the City of Rome; and ſtill more plain- 


] Ys that Great City, which reigneth | aver 
the Kings of the earth, Fer as no City 
but Rome was poſſeſſed in ſuch power 


in St, John's time; therefore no other 


can be here intended: Laſtly, by 
an account of his helpers and Aſciates, 
N | by 


(19) 

by whoſe ſubmiſſion and aftiſtance he 
ſhould carry on his cruel perſecutions ; 
the Kings of the earth, who have one 
mind, and. give their power and ſtrength 
unto the Beaſt. 

To this wicked one however the Scrip- 
tures have aſſigned a limited line of 
time; (much the greateſt of which is 
probably run out) at the period where- 
of the Lord ſhall conſume bim with the 
Spirit of his mouth; and he ſhall goe into 
perdition; heaven ind earth rejoycing over 
him. 

We have no reaſon to fear but his 
doom will unqueſtionably be accompl:/hed 
at God's appointed time, As to power 
permitted him for a ſeaſon ; fatally 
and experimentally has the world felt the 
truth of the prediction * : in the proud 


D 2 and 


* As the ſeveral Scriptural marks and charac- 
ters of this famous Auli-Chriſtian Power, with the 
juſtice of applying them to whom they are due, 
could not thoroughly be conſider'd in a ſmall part 
of a ſingle Diſcourſe ; I have only mention'd ſome 
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( 20 ) 
and preſumptuous claims of Supremacy, 
Infallibility ; and diverſe inſtances of that 
plenitude of power, that Papal omni po- 
tence, which belong to the Deity alone. — 
In variety of fabulous Legends, and falſe 
miracles ;- ſuch as pretended Apparitions, 


2 


and new Revelations of Saints, diſeaſes 


inſtantly cured by Relicks, ſpeaking Ima- 
ges, travelling Chapels, &c. In 
teaching and commanding numerous 
kinds of 1dolatrous Worſhip ; ſuch as 
proſtration, oration, vows, offerings, in- 
cenſe, Cc. to Angels, Saints, Images of 
Wood and Stone: applying to them as 


of them with a brief application. But I appre- 
hend all of them belong to the Papacy ſo evidently 
and peculiarly, (as hath been ſo often and ſolidly 
made out by learned Authors) that little doubt or 
difficulty can remain upon an unbiaſſed mind. 
none, I muſt acknowledge, remains with me. Lo 
accommodate theſe predictious with their explica- 
tion, to the common ſenſe of mankind, and make 
them ſufficiently clear to an ordinary capacity. 
would be a very uſeful performance. And per- 


haps I may be tempted to make a tryal, unleſs ſome 
alle band will undertake the taſk. 


their 
4 
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their Protectors, or their Medrators, — In 
uſurping the Divine name, attributes, and 
power; and that b/aſphemous treatment 
both of God and Angels, when they 
would make theſe inhabitants of Heaven 
their Accomplices in robbing the Almighty 
of his worſhip ; and yet at other times 
boaſting themſelves ſuperior to Angels, com- 
manding them, and claiming authority 
even to excommunicate them. In 
that intolerating and unrelenting Spirit 
of Perſecution ; whereby they have de- 
ſtroy d probably more Cbriſtians than all 
the ten Heathen Perſecutions put together. 
In that unaccountable agreement of 
ſo many Princes and States for ſo long a 
time (an agreement indeed not now ſo 
general) to acknowledge the Pope's Su- 
premacy ; and, being of one mind in point 
of Religion, to make themſelves the Ex- 
ecutioners of his bloody purpoſes, 1n per- 
ſecuting the true worſhippers. 

We may perhaps allow ſome abete- 
ment of late years, with regard to ſome 
of the moſt enormous cruelties of Po- 


pery : and hence draw one comfortable 
| argu- 


(22) 
argument for the declenſan of it's power. 
We may obſerve too, that abundance of 
artful care has been taken of late, by 
denying. ſome of their antiently avowed 
doctrines, and /0 ftening others, to leſſen 
the dread of Popery, and by ſtrong de- 
lions to gain Proſelytes; eſpecially in 
theſe Realms. And this, I doubt, not 
without fome degree of ſucceſs. As if 
we were ignorant of their devices, their 
perpetual watching for our ruin; con- 
ſider d not the different language and be- 
haviour of Popery in power, and Popery 
out of power ; and our underſtandings 
could be enlighten'd only by fire and 
faggot. In proof of our ſupine negli- 
gence, as to the views and advances of 
that Communion, I with it need not be 
added, how ſurpriſingly blind and in- 
credulous we were, for a long time, to 
the riſe and progreſs of the preſent wick- 
ed Rebellion. But as human nature ſel- 
dom attends to the beginnings of evil, 
natural or moral ; and our ſenſe of hap- 
pineſs generally riſes in proportion to 
the danger of Joofing it; even the ſuc- 


ef 
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ceſs of the enemy hath! wrought this 
good effect, to rowſe up @ Spirit, 
4 national unanimity, againſt ſuch an ar- 
rogant attempt, So that as God hath put 
into our minds to agree in this impor- 
tant concern; I hope we may juſtly ap- 
ply to yow, and our ountrymen in gene- 
ral, St. Paul's words to the Corinthians; 
Bebold this ſelfeſame thing, —— what care- 
fulneſs it wrought in you, yea what clear- 
ing of your ſelves, yea what indignation, 
yea what fear, yea what zeal, yea what 
revenge? In all things ye have approved 
your ſelves to be clear in this matter. 
Thus you act, and thus acts the Com- 
munity : as men ſenſible of the 4% er- 
ence, between being the freeſt nation 
under Heaven ; and crouching under the 
galling, the inſupportable yoke of Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion: The differ. 


ence between having a Proteſtant Sove- 
reign, eſtabliſhed by all Laws, Human 
and Divine ; and one whoſe claim has 
neither Law, nor Religion, to ſupport it: 
the difference between ſerving God in pu- 
rity of doQtrine, and Chritian admini- 

ſtration 
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ſtration of his Mord and Sacraments , 
and bowing down to the ſtock of a 
tree, with endleſs ſuper/?ztions, and cor- 
ruptions of the Goſpel : —— As men ſen- 
ſible what mere nothings are the faireſt 
promiſes, the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a 
bigotted Intruder; till Popery ſhall think 
fit, in ſome Authentic manner, to diſclaim 
that Anown maxim, that faith is not to be 
kept with Hereticks : and while ſhe can 
readily abſolve her Votaries from the moſt 
ſolemn oaths and engagements ; whether of 
ſubjefts from their plighted allegiance, or 
of Princes from any obligations to their 
fubjeFts. | 
This point delirves the more to be 
conſider'd; becauſe Chriſtendom has ever 
found it verify'd in fa&; eſpecially our 
own land. Thus, to look no higher, 
the Pope (as far as the thunder of his 
Bulls could reach) excommunicated and de- 
poſed Henry VIII. and ab/olv'd his fub- 
jects from their allegiance. The fame 
ſentence was renew'd againſt Queen Eli- 
Zabeth : ſhe her ſelf curſed, to eternal 
damnaticn; and fardn of all fins in- 
dulg'd 
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dulg'd to any who ſhould dez/froy her. On 
the other hand, thoſe very Proteſtants, 
who ſupported. the bloody Queen's Mary's 
title to the Crown, and plac'd it on her 
head ; tho' ſhe gave them a ſolemn promiſe 
of maintaining their Religion, — were yet 
very ſoon dragg'd to the flake; and many 
hundreds, Biſhops, Clergy, Laiety, and 
even Women, burn'd alive for their ad- 
herence to the Proteſtant Religion, And 
did not the late King James, (though 
otherwiſe eſteem'd no bad obſerver of 
his word) as ſoon almoſt as. ſettled in 
his. Throne, break through the ſame re- 
ligious obligations, — by aſſuming a power 
to diſpenſe with all the laws, and in- 
troducing 1dolatry with a high and haſty 
hand? | 

Providence indeed was pleaſed to ſhaw: 
ten both theſe reigns; otherwiſe I don't 
ſee how any Proteſtant could have been 
| fofe. 
Upon che excluſin of this corrupt and 
iniquitous Religion, and of that Civil oþ- 

preſſion which it always brings with it, — 
is our preſent Conſtitution founded, both 

| in 
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in Church and State; and that too by a 
very fignal interpoſition of Providence. 
And though *tis poſſible even for a Pro- 
teflant Prince to rule with an arbitrary 
and oppreſſive hand; yet this muſt ever 
be allowed, nor can it with any regard 
to truth be denied, that God's vice- 
gerent now ſet over us has made the 
laws of the land the ſacred and invio- 
lable rule of his Government; and never 
injur d a fingle perſon, ' in any inſtance, 
as to his religious, or civil rights. So 
that his intereſt and our own are evi- 


dently the fame, inſeparably united; and 


the preſent diſpute is, not only who ſhall 
be the King, but who the People of 
Britain ; whether Proteſtants and Free- 
men, or Papiſis and Slaves. "Tis true, 
our honeſt zeal on this occafion muſt 
of courſe prove a burthen to the land, 
and draw upon it no inconſiderable ex- 
pence, But doth not the caſe require, 
and deſerve it, when our /aws, proper- 
ties, liberties, religion, and lives are at 
ſtake ? Better ſo, than to be purchaſing 
our own chains, or tamely permitting 
: ruin 
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rum and deſolation to break in upon 
us: than to be drain'd into a beggar- 
ly and contemptible nation, by diſcharg- 
ing a Pretender's long contracted debts; 
beſides whatever ſhare of our Treaſure, 
Commerce, Plantations and Dominions his 
Foreign Aſſiſtants may demand, as the 
wages of unrighteouſneſs. The public voice 
declares aloud againſt ſuch an infamous 
ſubmiſſion : we ſeem to have Spirit 
enough to oppoſe the enemy; and, I 
hope,  ffrength enough to promiſe our- 
ſelves ſucceſs. 3s 13 

But ftill a momentous queſtion re- 
mains, ae we virtue enough to 
deſerve ſucceſs? We muſt not put our 
expectations upon this iſſue. : having up- 
on us a load of iniquity, that ought 
firſt to be removed. I ſpeak not ma 
of human infirmities, caſual vices, and 
common breaches of morality ; or the 
infamous practiſe of ſwearing and curſing ; 
nor merely of a growing coolneſs and 
indifference as to Chri/tian doctrine, and 
worſhip. But I mean the ſore evil of 
ſins committed with a higher hand, 

E 2 ſuch 


My 
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ſuch as are nat the fpots of God's chil- 
dren : an avowed contempt of all 
Principle, moral and reveal'd ; and Cbriſ- 
tianity groaning under the preſſure of 


undiſguiſed Profancneſs, Blaſphemy, Infi- 


delity, and Atheiſm. Can a Kingdom be 
exalted, muſt it not naturally int, with 
ſuch a milſtone about it's neck! 

If the hand of God refuſe to ſuſtain 
us, can we complain with any. ſhadow 
of reaſon ? or ought we not humbly to 
confeſs, | that uſe and true are his judg- 
ments? 

Theſe are our deſervings : and yet 
we need not, we muſt not, deſpazr. 
Our cauſe is righteous, juſt, and good: 
we may not yet be fully ripe for de- 
firuftion, eſpecially by ſuch baſe and 
wicked inſtruments : for the ſake of the 
Jrw righteous among. us God may ſpare 
the reſt ; or deter bas viſitation in for- 
bearance and long ſuffering, in order to 
Lumble, and prove us, and lead us to re- 
fent@nce. And we may have ground to 
hope, that be will not permit his Church 


and true Religion to be trodden down by 
the 


( 29) 
the Papal Gentiles. For which reaſons it 
remains our wiſdom and duty, 70 be 
Prong and courageous; to maintain and 
encreaſe our reſolution and firmneſs, and 
make uſe of all human means in our 
power, againſt our oppreſſive and Idola- 
trous enemies : -adding our moſt fervent, 
and devout addreſſes to the Almighty, to 
ſend us now proſperity ; not to give Jacob 
for a ſpoil, and Vrael to the Robbers, 
but to be merciful to his land and to bis 
prople. 
Still however we are to bear in mind, 
that as we hope to proſper, we muſt 
keep the words of his Covenant, to doe 
them : that the Divine favour and 
protection alone can make us dwell in 
ſafety ; and the Divine favour and pro- 
tection to be obtain'd only by a due 
ſenſe, and performance, of our moral 
and religious obligations: — that in 
whatever degree the principles of virtue 
and morality are laid waſt, and our own 
Religion extirpated, ſo much room is made 
for Popery to plant itſelf : —— and that 
perſeverance in a diſſolute and impeni- 


tent 
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tent courſe: muſt, one time or other, draw 
down natianal judgments, Where nei- 
ther God's puniſhments, nor mercies, can 
work. a Reformation, ſomething terrible 
muſt enſue. And; I confeſs, I ſhould 
tremble at à deliverance" from- our, preſent 
dangers, were it neither to find, nor 
make us, a more righteous- people. 
The ſum of all is this. Our condi- 
Zion depends upon our behaviour : and 
if it be our real defire to be delivered 
from fictitious Rulers, and falſe Gods, but 
true flavery- and miſery; and that it may 
be well woith us) and our” children, for 
ever ; then thus much at leaſt is requi- 
fite; —— that we ſincerely unite our 
hands, and hearts, and ſupplications, a- 
gainſt the devices of our enemies that 
threaten us; and that we effectually drive 
away the more dangerous Legion f our 
vices; which are the meritorious” carſe 
of every private; or publick calamity. 

Accordingly I ſhall conclude, and hope 
you will unanimouſly join, with that ſu. 
table petition of our Litany : From all 
ſedition, privy cenſpiracy, and rebellion ; 


from 


(637 
from all falſs der in, bereſy and fh, 
from hardneſs of heart, and contempt of thy 


Ward and Commandment —— Good Lord 
deliver us, | 
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Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, 8vo. 
And the reſt of the Works of Dr. Samuel 
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Samuel Clarke, S. T. P. Defuncto reliftis partem 
collectas, adjecit Samuel Clarke, S. R. S. 2 Vols, 


40. 


. C 
„ — BI - Ti + - © + — — 


N _ E 112 r . oy _ 
— . - nd * "4 A a 3 
4 CV _—— * „„ ae. * * 


= 
- = - o 
2 
1 


